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tafwid}, must be a free man, a Moslem, just, and conver-
sant with the law on the zakat, but, if he is to be only an
" executive " (munaffidh) collector who is directed by the
imam how much he is to collect, he need not be conversant
with the law concerning the zakat* It is permissible to
appoint as collector a person who may not lawfully receive
a share from the proceeds of zakat, namely, a person from
the Prophet's relations, but such persons receive their pay
from the share of masalih.

1 The full-powered collector in collecting the zakat follows
his own judgment (ijtihad) on disputed points of law. He
does not follow the judgment of the imam or of the prop-
erty owner. Neither is the imam allowed to prescribe
the amount he is to collect. If, however, he is an executive
collector, he follows on disputed points the judgment of
the imam, but not of the owners, and it is the duty of
the imam to tell him what he is to collect. Such a collector
is in reality a messenger (rasul) of the imam for carrying
out his judgments. Therefore he may be a slave or a
dhimmi, subject however to these conditions: He may
not be appointed for the collection of zakat in general, be-
cause slavery and unbelief are incompatible with the ex-
ercise of authority, but he may be appointed for the collec-
tion of zakat as regards a particular piece of property whose
amount and zakat liability are known. If, however, the
amount of the property whose zakat is to be collected or
the amount of the zakat due on it is not known, then it is
not permissible to appoint as collector a dhimmi, because
he would have been entrusted with a property concerning
which his report (khabar) is not valid. However, in this
case it is permissible to appoint a slave as a collector be-
cause the report of a slave is valid.

1 Mawardi, pp. 2002.